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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAff 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2DlDI 

CM-3957-69 
20 February 1969 ~'·) / ... /(L_L 'l,. ... 

/_/j1 ' I I // MEMORANDUM FOR DR. KISSINGER 

SUBJECT; B-52 Strikes 

1. You will recall that during our conference with 
Secretary Laird on Tuesday morning that you asked me to 
prepare two or three cover stories for B-52 strikes 
resulting from error. ~€£iched ±f a ma~ and ti6 &apies 
Of* dlree p8§5fbie ~ver stories. 

2. Please note that all three cover stories are based 
upon B-52 strikes scheduled to take place against three 
target areas contiguous to the Cambodian border. As the 
map shows, the scheme would be to direct 18 sorties against 
three target boxes along the border with south Vietnam. 
The remaining 42 sorties would be directed against the 
target area. 

3. Secretary Laird and I have reviewed these cover 
stories and the scheme and believe that they are in con
sonance with the paper prepared by you which Colonel Haig 
showed us yesterday afternoon. However, we agree that no 
one of the st · · stand u at least at this time, 
in view of s a • efore, 
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es co e later time J 
and probably in conjunction with an actual attack by enemy . ~ 
forces across the border in substantial force. ~ 
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